INTRODUCTION

upon return to my homeland, to analyze certain
phases of the present communistic activities and to
gain information which is not available to the aver-
age tourist in Russia.

In the year of 1912 the Social Revolutionist
Party assassinated Stolipin in one of the theaters in
Kiev. This was the last act of terror that the Social
Revolutionists carried out in Russia, for the czarist
regime had gained control of the situation and
suppressed all but a few small revolutionist groups
scattered here and there. Most of the revolutionists
were exiled to Siberia or shot, though many of them
managed to escape and lived in exile in Switzer-
land, France, and England, trying to keep in con-
tact with Russia and conduct their activities from
abroad.

When the war broke out in 1914 the socialists
played a minor part in political life in Russia.
Many of the leaders were in sympathy with and
supported the czarist regime in the war with Ger-
many; and it was only after many catastrophes and
defeats of war were suffered by the Russian army
and people that the revolutionist groups exercised
their influence upon the Russian population and
became a factor of political importance in the
country.

The dissatisfaction with the czarist regime grew